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EV hibi+s 

Nearly a year ago during the nationally televised hearings on the 
confirmation of Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court, Senator Arlen Specter 
got an opportunity to display his prosecutorial skills before a large audience. 

He took up the Republican challenge to discredit Anita Hill and her accusations 
of sexual harassment against Mr. Thomas. News commentators described Mr. Specter 
as an experienced prosecutor , former district attorney , whose questioning 
would surely put Ms. Hill's story to the test. And perhaps it did. But many 
Americans, particularly women, were appalled by Mr. Specter's insensitivity 
and rank partisanship, as his senatorial opponent, Ms. Lynn Yeakel, so frequently 
reminds her audiences. 

That judgment aside, I would like to speak to a less well known 
example of Mr. Specter's skill as a prosecutor, an episode which took place 
not in front of TV cameras but behind closed doors many years ago. I am 
referring, of course, to his work as an assistant counsel to the Warren 
Commission. That record, amply documented in the Warren Report, the 26 volumes 
of hearings and exhibits , and the files of the Warren Commission not published 
but available either through the National Archives or Freedom of Information 
requests and litigation, is utterly disreputable. It reveals someone not 
interested in pursuing the truth but intent on ignoring or misrepresenting any 
evidence contrary to the presumption that Lee Harvey Oswald was the sole 
assassin of President Kennedy. And let me stress that this is the public record 
not the flawed Hollywood version of the assassination offered up in Oliver 
Stone's JFK . 

Ironically, it was this recent film which prompted Mr. Specter's 
most recent attempt to defend his work for the Warren Commission. He was so 


incensed at being called a liar in the film that he threatened to sue Oliver 
Stone. Considering Mr. Stone's own difficulty in sorting out fact from fiction, 
that would indeed have been an interesting court battle. But I am confident 
Mr. Specter was bluffing. I believe the last thing he wants is to have his 
real record exposed in open court. Besides, if he was so concerned about his 
reputation he should have sued Harold Weisberg years ago. Considered by many 
(including the FBI) to be the "dean of assassination researchers", Mr. Weisberg 
invited a lawsuit when he published the following assessment of Mr. Specter's 
record: "...he lied without restraint; misrepresented without inhibition." 
Similar statements were repeated on radio and to the press in Philadelphia 
at the time Arlen Specter was that city's district attorney, to which he had 
no reponse. 

So, for the record, lets examine Arlen Specter's service to the 
Warren Commission and the American people. We will first concentrate on a few 
of his more egregious oversights or sins of omission; then we will take up the 
matter of outright deceit or sins of commission. 


Sins of emission 

Reading through the hundreds of pages of testimony Mr. Specter took 
from crucial witnesses and experts , I have always been struck by the numerous 
pointless questions and abrupt shifts in a line of questioning. But perhaps 
most significant in this regard are the many crucial questions which were 
never asked. There' is no better example of this than the chief autopsist, 

Dr. Humes', testimony before the Commission. At one point late in his testimony, 
Dr. Humes made the following incredible admission to assistant counsel Specter: 
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"In the privacy of my own home, early in the 
morning of Sunday, November 24th, I made a draft of 
this report (i.e., the autopsy report on President 
Kennedy) which I later revised, and of which this 
represents the revision. That draft I personally 
burned in the fireplace of my recreation room." 

Mr. Specter never bothered to ask Dr. Humes to explain his willful destruction 

of this crucial evidence. 

Over the years Arlen Specter has attempted to defend this gross 
oversight by saying these were just some notes that Dr. Humes destroyed. That 
is false, and Mr. Specter knows it is false. The record is plain not only from 
Dr. Humes' testimony but also from two certificates executed by Dr. Humes and 
"accepted and approved" by the President's personal physician, Dr. George 
Burkley. But even if these were just notes, the destruction of any evidence 
needed to be explained thoroughly. In court an opposing counsel would surely 
have taken up this matter Mr. Specter simply dropped. 

Another significant omission regarding the autopsy has to do with 
the number of people who witnessed the autopsy but were never called as witnesses. 
Among these there is no one more significant than the President's personal 
physician , Admiral George G . Burkley . Dr . Burkley not only witnessed the autopsy 
(with no less than 23 additional military personnel in the room) , but he had 
been with the President in the motorcade in Dallas and at Parkland Hospital 
where emergency procedures were performed in a futile effort to save President 
Kennedy's life. 

Dr. Burkley signed the official death certificate, which, among other 
things, locates the wound to the President's back at "the level of the third 
thoracic vertebra." This location is inconsistent with two key Commission 
exhibits (#385 & 386), drawings which place that wound significantly higher 
and make somewhat more plausible Mr. Specter's entirely implausible single- 


bullet theory. 
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Reflecting on the magnitude of this oversight, Harold Weisberg aptly 

commented in his book, Post Mortem ; 

"Perhaps the best explanation of the omission 
of George G. Burkley as a witness is that he is the 
one medical man who was in the motorcade when the 
crime was committed, was in the plane on the way back, 
was in the Navy autopsy room, and was the recipient 
of all the official evidence." 

Two other autopsy witnesses who were questioned by Mr. Specter but 
were never called to testify before the Commission were FBI agents, James Sibert 
and Frances O'Neill. They observed things that conflict with Mr. Specter's 
cherished single-bullet theory. Sibert and O'Neill observed that President 
Kennedy had been shot in the back , and that the autopsy doctors probed that 
wound to the depth of a finger and could not determine where the bullet that 
caused that wound went. At the time it was believed that CE399, the near— pristine 
bullet of the single-bullet theory, may have fallen out of the President's 
back at Parkland Hospital. But how, then, could this same bullet have caused 
all the wounds to Gov. Connally and allegedly been discovered on his stretcher 
at Parkland Hospital, as Mr. Specter would have us believe? 

Agents Sibert and O’Neill were also the recipients of a "missile" 
recovered during the autopsy. But the official version is built around the 
claim that no "missile" was recovered from the President's body. 

Just as Dr. Burkley, agents Sibert and O'Neill, among so many others, 
were largely ignored at the time, James T. Tague, one of the victims in the 
shooting, was incredibly almost passed over by the Warren Commission and 
Mr. Specter. The FBI had ignored Tague in their report completed on Dec. 9, 1963. 
The FBI ' s brief account of the shooting had all three shots striking in the 
limousine (hence no single bullet theory). But the slight wound Mr. Tague 
received and the mark on the curb where a bullet struck nearby were known to the 


Dallas police and press. 


Although Mr. Tague's wound was very minor, he was indeed one of the 
victims of the assassination, along with Kennedy and Connally. The Warren 
Commission had originally planned to conclude its work by June. Yet it was 
not until June 11th when Mr. Specter recommended that Tague be examined 
"if" the Commission wanted to examine any additional witnesses in Dallas. 

Again, I defer to Mr.Weisberg's analysis: 

"Imagine! A man was wounded during the 
assassination and he had been ignored until months 
after the Commission had outlined its Report and had 
planned to finish its work and at that late date, more 
than six months after the assassination, Arlen Specter 
was only suggesting that if it wasn't too much trouble, 
maybe someone ought to speak to him." 

Acknowledging that a bullet struck the curb where Jim Tague was 
standing, among other considerations, made Arlen Specter's single— bullet theory 
an absolute necessity to the conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald was the sole 
assassin. When the Warren Report describes the single-bullet theory as "not 
necessary to any of its essential conclusions", that, to put it mildly, was false. 
And Mr. Specter knew that statement to be false because he knew that Jim Tague 
bled that day in Dealey Plaza. 

There is no greater controversy in the investigation of this 
assassination than that surrounding the autopsy photographs and X-rays. 

Curiously enough, this again was an area for which Mr. Specter had primary 
responsibility . 

Before we deal with the question of what role the Kennedy family or 
Robert Kennedy in particular may have played in blocking access to the autopsy 
photos and X-rays, it should be noted that had there been a trial of Oswald 
this "best evidence" would have had to have been produced in court in the 
context of the autopsy testimony. The Warren Commission had subpeona powers 
which could have been invoked to gain access to this evidence, as they were 
invoked to obtain the pictures and X— rays from Oswald ' s autopsy performed at 
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Parkland Hospital in Dallas. 

At a minimum, the autopsy photos and X-rays were necessary to 
corroborate the autopsy testimony . Indeed , Dr . Humes pointed out on several 
occasions during his testimony that his verbal description of the President's 
head wound was inadequate by itself — that there was no substitute for the 
photographs of this wound. Moreover, when one considers the significant discrepancy 
between the depiction of the location of the President's back wound in CE385 & 

386 and the autopsy face sheet diagram (not to mention the bullet holes in the 
President's jacket and shirt), the autopsy photos were an absolute necessity to 
resolve this discrepancy. Assistant counsel Specter had an obligation to do just 
this, but instead he chose to ignore these problems and pretend he could not 
have access to this "best evidence" . 

This whole story gets much worse, almost farcical, when one realizes 
that, contrary to Mr. Specter's and others' complaints, the Warren Conmission 
did, in fact, have access to the autopsy photographs and X-rays. They had been 
turned over to the Secret Service during the autopsy. In an untitled press 
release in 1966, the Secret Service disclosed that they had shown the X-rays 
to the members and staff of the Warren Comnission . Moreover, chief counsel, 

J. Lee Rankin, stated in a Jan. 21, 1964 executive session of the Warren 
Commission that they had the color photographs from the autopsy. And just six 
days later in another executive session meeting, Mr. Rankin observed: "...we 
have the picture of where the bullet entered in the back, that bullet entered 
below the shoulder blade to the right of the backbone,..." 

Mr. Specter himself admitted in an interview which appeared in the 
Oct. 10, 1966 issue of U.S. News and World Report that he had seen a picture of 


the President's back wound, although he qualified this admission by saying the 
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picture was not "technically authenticated." Such an excuse is completely 
disingenuous because it was part of Mr. Specter's job to "technically authenticate" 
such evidence. 

The fact is that neither Robert Kennedy, nor the Kennedy family, ever 
denied the Warren Commission access to these autopsy photographs and X-rays. 

And even had they wanted to, the Kennedys had no legal basis to stop the 
government from examining what, from the beginning, was government property. 


Sins of Commission 

The major sins of commission or outright deceit center on the single- 
bullet theory. That theory has not stood the test of time but was, in fact, 
still born, never having any substantial evidence to nourish it from the very 
moment of its conception in assistant counsel Specter's fertile imagination. 

To begin with, Mr. Specter must have known perfectly well, before 
any testimony had been taken, that the single-bullet theory was an impossibility. 
He knew that the President had been shot in the back , not the back of the neck, 
too low to have also caused the wound to the front of the President's throat. 
Indeed, according to doctors and nurses at Parkland Hospital that wound to the 
front of the throat had all the appearances of an entrance wound. 

Aside from the questionable drawings of the President's wounds 
(CE385 & 386) which were published in lieu of the actual photographs, every 
other piece of evidence and testimony confirmed that the President's back wound 
was roughly 5^ inches down on his back . In this context , Mr . Specter had to 
have been aware of the official death certificate signed by Dr. Burkley, even 
if he didn't bother to have Dr. Burkley testify before the Commission. As noted 
earlier in this article, that certificate places the President's back wound at 
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the level of the third thoracic vertebra. 

The bullet that is alleged to have pierced the President's back and 
somehow exited his throat, going on to cause no less than five wounds, smash 
two bones, and deposit fragments in three distinct locations in Gov. Connally's 
body, is the near— pristine bullet, CE399, which was found at Parkland Hospital. 
Before returning to the truly amazing feats of CE399, it is important to 
recognize that Mr. Specter never established where exactly that bullet was found. 

In taking testimony about CE399, Mr. Specter frequently referred to 
the "fact" that it had cone from Gov. Connally's stretcher. But the record 
reveals that this was never established, even after sane degree of pressure 
was applied to the key witness, hospital attendant Darrell Tonlinson. He was 
pressured to the point where he said: "Yes, I'm going to tell you all I can, 
and I'm not going to tell you something I can't lay down and sleep at night with 
either." Following this Mr. Tomlinson unequivocally stated that he did not know 
from where the stretcher off of which CE399 fell had come. 

The so-called "persuasive evidence from the experts" which the Warren 
Report asserts supports the single-bullet theory is much less persuasive when 
you read the actual testimony of these experts, testimony which none other than 
Arlen Specter took. In every case when Mr. Specter bothered to show CE399 to 
these experts, rather than preface his questions and remarks by speculating 
about a hypothetical bullet, they were quite emphatic in rejecting the notion 
that this bullet could have caused even a portion of the damage attributed to it. 
Even Dr . Humes ' response to the single bullet scenario was that it was 
"most unlikely" . 

Perhaps the pinnacle of deceptiveness was reached when it was asserted 
that CE399, on its historical and magical flight, passed through the President's 
shirt collar, also nicking his tie. Again, Arlen Specter knew better. Dr. Carrico, 
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who was the first doctor to see the President in the emergency room, testified 
that the wound to the President's throat was above the shirt collar. But it 
was not the intrepid Arlen Specter who ellicited this information; rather, 
Commission member Allen Dulles asked this question about the location of that 
wound in Mr . Specter ' s presence . 

Moreover, Mr. Specter knew that the damage to the President's shirt 
and tie had been done by nurses with a scalpel. Nurse Diana Bowron testified. 
"...Miss Henchcliffe and I cut off his clothing." Harold Weisberg forced the 
FBI to take close-up pictures of the damage to the shirt and tie. And, lo and 
behold, these close-up photographs (which, incidentally, the FBI had not provided 
the Warren Commission) revealed slits, not a bullet hole. 

Arlen Specter is without innocence in all this and so much more. The 
record I have cited throughout this article discloses that assistant counsel 
Specter deliberately avoided or misrepresented evidence contrary to the 
Warren Commission's presumption of Oswald's guilt. Despite his persistent 
disclaimers , Arlen Specter played a key role in deceiving the American people 
about the death of President Kennedy, not to mention his condescending and 
despicable effort to cram down out throats his ludicrous single— bullet theory 
as a reasonable explanation for no less than seven wounds on President Kennedy 
and Govenor Connally. 

Although President Kennedy has been dead for nearly thirty years now 
and many people would like to lay this tragic event to rest, I believe we have 
an obligation to objectively and critically examine the government's investigation 
of his death. People such as Arlen Specter bear great responsibility for the 
gross inadeguacy and deceptiveness of that investigation. That Mr. Specter 
persists in distorting this record is reprehensible. 

If integrity counts for anything these days in politics, Mr. Arlen 
Specter who is without any should be retired from politcal office forthwith by 
the voters of Pennsylvannia . 
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btewaru is quite right. This is the first of the incredible things 
X noted in my very first examination of the ^apruder movie when I saw it 
in early 1966. I reported this in WHITEWASH II. As I record in PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC WHITEWASH (pp.25,145) » the Commit sion simply reversea the pictures 
in printing them to make it seem that tne President's head moved forward . 
It did not. It snapped sharply backward before the President fell over 
to his left, onto his wif3. 

"And there was blood and brain substance found on one of the po- 
licemen riding behind on a motorcycle," Stewart said, to which oolan 
added, "Behind to the left." This, too, is correct. That motorcycle 
policeman was Billy Hargis. He wss, as Dolan pointed out, both to the 
left end behind the President, making officially inexplicable the gener- 
ous splashing of the President's blood and brains he end his cycle got. 
This spewing to the left of matter from an explosion allegedly out of a 
defect only on the right is inconsistent, officially unexplained end en- 
tirely avoided. Mrs. Connslly ( W H ITH WA S H 3)> who was on tne Presioent's 
left, testified, "... it felt like bucksnot falling all over us ... it 
was the matter, brain tissue ...". Governor Connolly (WHITEWASH 5), who 
was in front of the President, testified, "Immediately I coulc sea on my 
clothes ... on the interior of the car ... brain tissue as big as almost 
my thumb (sic)." In his intsrroga tion of AP Photographer James W. Altgens 
(PHOTOGRAPHIC WHITEWASH 70,203), Wesley Liebeler suppressed wnat Altgens 
told the FBI, 'that pieces of flesh, blood and bones appeared to fly from 
the right side of the President's head and pass in front of Mrs. Kennedy 
to the left of the Presidential limousine". 

Instead of addressing this inconsistency, a seeming imposs ibility , 
rather than confronting unquestioned evidence that could invalidate the 
case they were building and the Report they planned, the Commission staff 
pretended the evidence did not exist. 

Dr. Stewart interpreted this phenomenon as one tfria t "completely 
substantiated the finding that this was a left fronts 1 entry wound" end 
said the other doctors also did. He also declared the obvious, what any 
laymen can also know with certainty, that it would be "impossible for a 
marksman in the sixth floor" window "to have created that kind of wound, 
shooting from behind". 

These omissions are really suppressions. They are not unique in 
Specter's record with the Commission 8nd he alone is not responsible for * 
them, as the until-now secret record proves. Other vital evidence en- 
tirely opposite to the predetermined conclusions with which tne Commis- 
sion began its work were blatantly suppressed. Expert witnesses, examined 
in advance by Specter, end others who declared themselves end their knowl- 
edge of science^ and evidence to be opposed to these official preconcep- 
tions, were either not called or were carefully questioned to avoid that * 
to which they indicated in advance they would not swear. 

Specter is the chief offender. This, too, is consistent with his 
subsequent record of public dishonesty, a record he converted into po- 
litical profit during his mayoralty cempaign by his late June appearance 
on the CBS "specials". After the appearance of WHITEWASH, he refused a 
ozen or more requests to confront me on radio and TV, including several 
repeated invitations in his own city, Philadelphia. Instead, he preferred 
ana extensively exploited partisan, mass-distribution sources, like UPI, 
jj«S. News and World Report and CBS. 

His disgraceful record prompted me, in writing WHITEWASH II, much 
01 Part II of which is devoted to him and this record, to declare, "he 
lied without restraint, misrepresented without inhibition" (p.103). These 
I there described as "harsh words" and said, "They are not used by acci- 
t If untrue the J ere actionable. If Specter thinks they are untrue, 

let him sue and confront ... for the first time in the entire fake in- 
quest an opposing lawyer." He was, as he remains, silent, for I also 
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published the ' proof of these charges with them. 

His appearances on the CBS shows were elso chfi ro ctori/.oc by lies 
By this r neon not accidental errors, such as an uninformed man might 
innocently make, but lalse statements tnc trutn of which Hpocter knew. 
Here are a few reaaily apparent samples: 

^ 1^ the second of these shows he "ex pie ined " wn«t was described as 

a theory besides the single bullet theory, that would support the con- 
clusions in the Report”: 

c^Pii^ToR: The Commission concluded that it was probable tha t one 

bullet inflicted tne wound on the President's neck, and all of the 
wounos on governor Connally. But you could have three separate bul- 
lets s triking under tne sequence as we knew them. For example, the 
Presicent could have been struck at frame 136 of the Zapruaer film, 
which is e number given to the Zapruaer film. Then Governor Connally 
could have been struck some L2 frames later, which would be a little 
over two and a quarter seconds at about frame 22d or 229; and then 
the third snot could have nit President xvenneby's head at frame 313, 
which was pretty clesrly established. bo tha t it is not indispensa- 
ble to have the single bullet conclusion in order to come to the 
basic finding that Oswald was the sole assassin. 

Now tnat his single-bullet theory was exploded. Specter preferred 
the cold wreckage of the old "Tague didn't bleed” fiction to its hot 
fragments. As the preceding chapter shows, there is no possibility that 
Specter did not know this statement on CBS was completely false. He 
also knew that at Frame 186 a bullet could not have had the trajectory 
attributed to Bullet 399 and there is no evidence of a hit at Frames 
22 o or 22 9. 

In the last of the series, he volunteered this statement: 

When it came time to select the individuals to serve as assistant 
counsel and general counsel, men were chosen from various parts of 
the United States who had no connection with government. 

Again, Specter knew better. These men were his former associates, 
men with whom n« was still in contact. He knew them and their careers 
very well. put ^ ^ forgot”, the Report documents it (B iogrephica 1 

Appendix I V, 47pf f • ) • This is not just e lie; it is a whopper. Let us 
see who these men "chosen from various parts of the United States” were 
and how tney "had no connection with government”. 

The Commission's boss, its general counsel, J. Leo Rankin, was 
Solicitor Generel of the United States. His staff director, Howera 
Willens , was loaned by and returned to the seme Department of Justice 
for which Rankin had worked. All the Commission members were or had been 
high government officials, and all but one, Allen Dulles, formerly head 
of the CIA, then enjoyed government responsibilities. More than naif cf 
the fourteen assistant counsel had been g overnment empl oyees 1 

Twelve "staff members” ere listed in the Report (RL79-31). Of 
these, ell but one had been go vernment employees or were at the time of 
their appointments to tne Commi ssion. ' — 

But Specter tcld the world-wide audience of CBS, knowing better 
all the time, that "men were chosen ... who had no connection with gov- 
ernment" . 

So we know why, when I called Arlen Specter, father of tne single- 
bullet theory, one of the two most important assistant counsel, the man 
most responsible for the corrupted medical and autopsy testimony and a 
political climber whose career was made possible by his political apos- 
tasy (in Oswald they called it "defection"), s man who "lied without 
restraint" and challenged him to sue me, he did not. 

My purpose was not spectacle, not sensation, but to establisn a 
record, a record as the law recognizes it, not as he end his associates 
corrupted it in their official Commission function, a record before a 
Judge and a jury, a record of fact tested by tha t macnine for the estab- 
lishment of truth, as lawyers call cross-examination. 
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Never once did I exploit this challenge to sell my books, not even 
his city, whore it could have been used by his political opponents. 

^ x m0 de broadcasts in his city on WHITEWASH II, I never once men- 
nfioned it. Of course, this made it easier for him to ignore it, but 
7? olio did not saddle him alone with a responsibility he shared with 


many others equally guilty of pretending lies are facts. 


However, in pursuing his ambition and his attempts at self-justi- 
fication, Specter has paced his lying with an assortment of devices rang- 
’n~ from the unbagging of cats to hiding behind the Chief Justice's 
Judicial robes. This and his false statements and misrepresentations 
ere important because of the function he had on the Commission and be- 
cause of his until-now secret record in tnat function. 

He was interviewed by Joseph R. Daughen of the Philadelphia Bulle- 
tin. ' Daughen's long account of it appeared August 23, 1966. In it he 
auotes Specter es saying of the autopsy and what derives from it that it 
"rests squarely on the integrity of Humes, Boswell and rinck. We are 
talking about the integrity of the doctors and the autopsy." 

At that point I wrote ( WHITEWASH 11,100), "We are also talking 
about the integrity of Arlen Specter." 

In Arlen Specter's integrity, that of the doctors he named, the 
members of the Commission, in fact, that of the United States Government 
and all of its people, was vested. 

After his CBS appearances - after I obtained a transcript of his 
remarks - ana prior to writing this, I offered him n chance to withdraw 
or retract his false statements tnat I believe cannot be accidental. 

Simple acknowledgment of error could not begin to eaten up with the enor- 
mous audience that saw end heard Arlen Specter, candidate for^public of- 
fice and greater public trust, tell tnese lies worlc-wibe on CBS. His 
reply to my letter was a reiteration that he had been nothing less than 
accurate . 

"I have full confidence in the accuracy of ell the statements 
which I have made concerning the work of the President's Commission on 
the Assassination of Fresiaent Kennedy," he wrote. 

On the remote ensnee that this paragon of political virtue did 
not recall what he nao said, or the even lesser likelihood, that his in- 
tent had been distorted in editing, I sent him photocopies and asked 
that he read them and reaffirm that he had been only truthful. 

To this the man then but two months away from tne election to 
choose the mayor of one of the world's largest cities replied tnat nis 
previous letter required "no empl if ica tion" . In short, he persisted in 
his lies - this time for political benefit. 

Any inquiry into the investigation of tne assassination inevitably 
is into the integrity cf those who conducted it. From that vast suppres- 
sion of what was in the files and known, shoulc. have been made public a no 
wasn't, I dug up a number of other documents tnat, to tne best cf ny 
knowledge, had never before been published if, indeed, seen by anyone 
not i.n official position. They relate very much to this question of in- 
tegrity, tnat cf Jpecter and cf everyone else involved. «e snail examine 
them after n bock ground ing look into new tne client trut.n was served. 

Whether or not they planned in advance the lies t ne y would toll 
to lie out cf tne ness of tn^ :<eport, government officials hoc tne m reaoy 
when first confronted witn trie first bock tnat proved t n«y lied. Had 
personal knowledge net been represented, it night be possible to cons ice r 
this misinforms tion as less t.nan lies, perhaps merely error. a major 
newspaper printed them, and fed them to other papers, possioly in gcoc 
faith, sne* isunc:ud a no helped achieve acceptability for tile line Arlen 
Specter and others were to follow. 

I know, because I an responsible for tnat news. p^r interest. 

The book was I\iJ R -M.i? ok T:i:. aARHEN R Lrokf ; tne newspaper, 
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. Mr. Me Cloy. 

Toy I nsk this question? 

\ Go right. ahead. 

)o you have any knowledge as to whether or not any photo- 
Mi in Dallas? 

jmes. I have none, sir, no knowledge, 
o knowledge that any were taken? 

Representative Ford. May I ask what size are the pictures to which you refer? 

Commander IIumes. We exposed both black and white and color negatives. 
Congressman. They were exposed in the morgue during the examination. 
They were not. developed. The kodachrome negatives when developed would 
he 405. They were in film carriers or cassettes, as were the black and white. 
Of course they could be magnified. 

Representative Ford. Have those been examined by personnel at Rothesdn? 

Commander Humes. No, sir. We exposed these negatives; we turned them 
over. Here I must ask the counsel again for advice — to the Secret Service. 

Mr. Specter. Yes; it was the Secret Service. 

Commander IItjmes. They were turned over to the Secret. Service in their 
cassettes unexposed, and I have not seen any of them since. This is the photo- 
graphs. The X-rays were developed in our X-ray department, on the sjx>t that 
evening, because we had to see those right, then as part of our examination, but 
the photographs were made for the record and for other purposes. 

Representative Ford. Rut they had never been actually developed for viewing. 

Commander Humes. I do not know, sir. 

Mr. SrECTER. Doctor Ilumes, back to the angles for just a moment. 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. .Specter. Hypothesize or assume, if you will, that other evidence will 
show that the wound inflicted on Commission Exhibit 385 at point C occurred 
while the President was riding in the rear seat of his automobile approximately 
100 feet from a point of origin in a six-floor building nearby, and assume fur- 
ther that the wound inflicted in 388 at point A occurred when the President 
was approximately 250 feet away from the same point. 

With those assumptions in mind, there would be somewhat different, angles 
of declination going from C to D on 385 and from A to R on 388. 

Commander Humes. T would expect there would. 

Mr. SrECTER. You have already testified earlier today that you were unable 
to pinpoint with precision angle A to R on 388 because of the reconstruction 
of the scalp. 

Now my question to you, in that, elongated fashion, is from what you know 
and what you have described, are the angles, ns you have expressed them to 
be in your opinion, consistent with a situation where the two wounds were 
inflicted at the angles and at the distances just described to you? 

Commander Humes. I believe they are consistent. I would state that the path 
outlined on 3S8-A to R is to a certain extent conjectural for the reasons given 
before. 

Mr. Specter. Now, Doctor Humes, I hand you a group of documents which 
have been marked as Commission Exhibit No. 397 and nsk you if you can 
Identify what they are? 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir; these are various notes in long-hand, or copies 
rather, of various notes in long-hand made by myself, in part, during the per- 
formance of the examination of the late President, and in part after the exami- 
nation when I was preparing to have a typewritten report, made. 

Mr. Specter. Are there also included there some notes that, you made while 
you talked to Doctor Perry on the telephone? 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir ; there are. 

Mr. Specter. Are there any notes which you made at. any time which are not 
included in this group of notes? 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir ; there are. 

Mr. Specter. And what do those consist of? 
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Commander Humes. In privacy of my own home, early in the morning of 
Sunday, November 24th, I made a draft of this rei>ort which I later revised, 
and of which this represents the revision. That draft I personally burned in 
the fireplace of my recreation room. 

Mr. Specter. May the record show that the Exhibit No. 397 is the identical 
document which has been previously identified as Commission No. 371 for our 
internal purposes. 

Is the first sheet then in that group the notes you made when you talked to 
Doctor Perry ? 

Commander Humes. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Specter. And do the next 15 sheets represent the rough draft which was 
later copied into the autopsy report which has been heretofore identified with 
an exhibit number ? 

Commander Humes. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Specter. And what do the next two sheets represent? 

Commander Humes. The next two sheets are the notes actually made in the 
room in which the examination was taking place. I notice now that the 
handwriting in some instances is not my own, and it is either that of Com- 
mander Boswell or Colonel Finck. 

Mr. Specter. And was that writing made at the same time that the autopsy 
report was undertaken; that is, did you review all of the markings on those 
papers and note them to be present when you completed the autopsy report? 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir. From the time of the completion of this exami- 
nation until the submission of the written rei>ort following its preparation, 
all of the papers pertinent to this case were in my personal custody. 

Mr. Specter. Have you now described all of the documents which were present 
in that 397, Exhibit No. 397? 

Commander IIumes. Yes, sir; with the exception of the certification to the 
fact that I, in fact, detailed them in my custody, and a certification that I had 
destroyed certain preliminary draft notes. 

Mr. Specter. And these represent all the notes except those you have already 
described which you destroyed? 

Commander Humes. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Specter. Now, just one point on the notes themselves. Page 14 of your 
rough draft, Doctor Humes, as to the point of origin, the notes show that 
there was a revision between your first draft and your final report. 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Specter. Will you first of all read into the record the final conclusion 
reflected in your final report. 

Commander Humes. I would rather read it from the final report. The final 
report reads : 

“The projectiles were fired from a point behind and somewhat above the level 
of the deceased. *' 

Mr. Specter. And what did the first draft of that sentence as shown on page 
14 of your rough draft state? 

Commander Humes. It stated as follows : 

“The projectiles were fired from a point behind and somewhat above a hori- 
zontal line to the vertical position of the body at the moment of impact." 

Mr. Specter. Now would you state the reason for making that modification 
between draft and final report, please? 

Commander IIumes. This examination, as I have indicated, was performed 
by myself with my two associates. The notes which we have just admitted as an 
exhibit are in my own hand and are my opinion, was my opinion at that, time, as 
to tin? best way to present the fads which we had gleaned during this period. 

Before submitting it to the typist, I went over this with great care with my two 
associates. One or the other of them raised tin* point that perhaps this sentence 
would state more than what was absolutely fact based upon our observations, 
pointing out that we did not know precisely at that time in what position the 
body of the President was when the missiles struck, and that therefore we 
should he somewhat less specific and somewhat more circumspect than the 
way we slated it. When I considered this suggestion, 1 agreed that it would 
be better to change it as noted, and accordingly, I did so. 






Mr. Sfectkk. Mr. Chief Justice, I move now for the admission into evidence 
of Exhibit No. 307. 

The Oitaiuman. It may bo admitted. 

(The documents, previously marked Exhibit. No. 307 for identification, were 
received in evidence.) 

Mr. McCloy. May I ask one question about the notes? The notes that yon 
made contemporaneously with your examination, you said you put those down 
and then you put some in later. IIow much later were the notes, within the 
best of your recollection of the final notes made, not. the final report, but the 
final notes that, you made in your own handwriting? 

Commander Humes. The examination was concluded approximately at 11 
o’clock on the night of November 22. The final changes in the notes prior to 
the typing of the report were made, and T will have to give you tin* time because 
whatever time Mr. Oswald was shot, that is about when I finished. I was work- 
ing in an office, and someone had a television on and came in and told me that. 
Mr. Oswald had been shot, and that was around noon on Sunday, November 24th. 

Mr. Specter. Mr. Chief Justice, 1 have now marked another photograph as the 
next exhibit number, Commission Exhibit 308. May I say to the Commission 
that this is a photograph which, subject to later proof, will show it to be taken 
immediately after the President was struck by the first bullet. 

The Chairman. It. may be marked. 

(The photograph was marked Commission Exhibit No. 308 for identification.) 

May I move for its admission into evidence at this time for this purpose? 

The Chairman. It. may be admitted. 

(The photograph, previously marked Commission Exhibit No. 308 for identifi- 
cation, was received in evidence.) 

Looking at Commission Exhibit 308, Doctor Ilumes, with that as a background, 
have you had an opportunity to review the medical reports on Governor Con- 
nally at Parkland Hospital in Commission Exhibit 302? 

Commander Humes. I have. 

Mr. Specter. Have you noted the wounds which he sustained on his right wrist, 
that is, Governor Connally’s right wrist? 

Commander IIumes. Yes, sir; I have noted the report, of it in these records. 

Mr. Specter. What does the reimrt show as to those wounds on the right wrist? 

Commander IIumes. The report, shows a wound of entrance on the dorsal as- 
pect. of the right wrist. Lot’s get the precise point here. The wound of entry 
is described as on the dorsal aspect of the right wrist above the junction of the 
distal fourth of the radius and the shaft. It was approximately two centi- 
meters in length and rather oblique, with the loss of tissue, and some consider- 
able contusions at the margins. There was a wound of exit along the volar 
surface of the wrist about two centimeters above the flexion crease of the wrist 
in the midline. 

Mr. Specter. Doctor IIumes, I show you a bullet which we have marked as 
Commission Exhibit. No. 300, and may I say now that, subject to later proof, this 
is the missile which has been taken from the stretcher which the evidence now 
indicates was the stretcher occupied by Governor Connally. 

I move for its admission into evidence at this time. 

The Chairman. It may he admitted. 

(The article, previously marked Commission Exhibit No. 300 for identifica- 
tion, w r ns received in evidence.) 

Mr. Specter. We have been asked by the Fill that the missile not he handled 
by anybody because it is undergoing further ballistic tests, and it now appears, 
may the record show, in a plastic case in a cotton background. 

Now looking at. that bullet, Exhibit. 300, Doctor Ilumes, could that bullet have 
gone through or been any part of the fragment passing through President Ken- 
nedy’s head in Exhibit No. 388? 

Commander IIumes. I do not believe so, sir. 

Mr. Specter. And could that missile have made the wound on Governor < on- 
nallv’s right, wrist.? 

Commander IIumes. I think that, that is most unlikely. May I expand on 
those two answers? 
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Mr. Specter. Yes, please do. 

Commander Humes. The X-rays made of the wound in the head of the late 
President showed fragmentations of the missile. Some fragments we recovered 
and turned over, as has been previously noted. Also we have X-rays of the 
fragment of skull which was in the region of our opinion exit wound showing 
metallic fragments. 

Also going to Exhibit 392, (he report from Parkland Hospital, the following 
sentence referring to the examination of the wound of the wrist is found : 

“Small bits of metal were encountered at various levels throughout the 
wound, and these were, wherever they were Identified and could be picked up, 
picked up and submitted to the pathology department for identification and 
examination. ’’ 

The reason I believe it most unlikely that this missile could have indicted 
either of these wounds is that this missile is basically intact; Its jacket appears 
to me to he in tact, and I do not understand how it could possibly have left 
fragments in either of these locations. 

Mr. Specter. What wounds did Governor Counally sustain in his chest area, 
based upon the records of Parkland Hospital, which you have examined, Doctor 
Humes? 

Commander Humes. Governor Connally received in his chest a wound of en- 
trance Just — this is again from 392 — “just lateral to the right scapula close to 
the axilla which had passed through the lattisimus dorsi muscle, shattered ap- 
proximately ten centimeters of a lateral and anterior portion of the right fifth 
rib, and emerged below the right nipple anterially.” 

These were the wounds of the chest of Governor Connally. 

Mr. Specter. Now assuming that there were only three missiles fired, and 
bearing in mind the positions of President Kennedy and Governor Connally from 
the photograph marked Commission Exhibit 398, do you have an opinion as to 
the source of the missiles which inflicted the wound on President Kennedy 
marked 385-C to D, and the wound in Governor Counally’s chest which you have 
just referred to? 

Commander Humes. Yes. I would preface this statement by the following: 
As I testified earlier in the afternoon, as much as we could ascertain from our 
X-rays and physical examinations, this missile struck no bony structures in 
traversing the body of the late President. Therefore, I believe it was moving at 
its exit from the President’s body at only very slightly less than that velocity, 
so it was still traveling at great speed. 

I believe in looking at Exhibit 398, which purports to be at approximately 
the time the President was struck, I see that Governor Connally is sitting di- 
rectly in front of the late President, and suggest the possibility that this missile, 
having traversed the low neck of the lute President, in fact traversed the chest 
of Governor Connally. 

Mr. Specter. How much of the velocity, if any, or would there be an ap- 
preciable diminution of the velocity of the projectile on passing through the 
portions of President Kennedy’s body which you have described'? 

Commander Humes. I would have to defer to my associate, Colonel Finek, 
for an opinion ubout this. 

Mr. Specter. Fine. As to any damage to the rib which you described Gov- 
ernor Connally sustained, would that impact or trauma be consistent with 
the markings which are shown on Exhibit 399? 

Commander Humes. I think it quite possible. Here I think if this point 
were to be explored, further, a most valuable piece of evidence would be an 
X-ray of the chest of Governor Connally, because I believe tliat this missile 
could have struck the rib a glancing blow. 

The rib is a rather rigid structure, and the missile would, not have to strike 
it directly to cause the fracture that was described, and the fracture is not very 
clearly described to me, and if an X-ray, for instance, showed no metallic 
fragments in the chest of the Governor, I would think it quite likely that this 
was the missile that luid traversed his chest, because I doubt if this missile 
would have left behind it any metallic fragments from its physical appearance 
at this time. 
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BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20014 



* 24 November 1963 

by fJfltoU 


C-E-R-T-I-F-l-C-A-T-E 



I, James J. Humes, certify that I have destroyed by 
burning certain preliminary draft notes relating to Naval 
Medical School Autopsy Report A63-272 *nd have officially 



transmitted all other papers related to this report to 
higher authority. 



J. J. HUMES 
CDR, MC, USN 



Q * 7 /) , 

/i\ 

(fa*,-, CteU-K. & if 3 

». s. ^ ^ ^ / *Z-' * 

& a 


X*his is the original of Humes* certificate that he burned a draft of the autopsy report. 
It is not the same as the copy printed by the Commission, 17H48, which does not include 
the handwritten approval of Ur. Burkley. Indeed, what can be said when the President's 
physician certifies that he accepts and approves the burning of evidence in the crime! 
See p. 261 • 

This certificate ha3 led to the myth, propagated by Arlen Specter, that Humes 
burned his autopsy notes. "The record is plain," Specter told JLSj. Hews and world 
Report , 10/10/66, "that there had been a series of notes taken by Hr. Humes at the 
time of the actual performance of the autopsy which had been destroyed." Specter 
knew better, since he put this certificate (absent the Burkley endorsement) into evi- 
dence and had it confirmed by Humes (2H373). As the certificate on the next page 
makes clear, the "autopsy notes" were preserved. What Humes burned he alternately 
described as "preliminary draft notes" (above) and "that draft" of the autopsy report 
later revised, (2H373). . ^ 


Havuig been assured by Humes that the first draft of the autopsy report had been 
destroyed forever by burning. Specter asked not a single question, not even the simple, 
indispensable question! Why? On this the Commission's record is barren. Specter, 
however, would like the public to believe otherwise. He now claims Humes "explained 
his reasons (for burning) fully before the Commission" in his testimony. 
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NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER 

BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20014 


24 November 1963 


C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-E 


I, James J. Humes, certify that all working papers 
associated with Naval Medical School Autopsy Report A63-272 
have remained in my personal custody at all times. Autopsy 
notes and the holograph draft of the final report were handed 
to Commanding Officer, U. S. Naval Medical School, at 1700, 

24 November 1963. No papers relating to this, case remain in 
my possession. 



J. J. HUMES 
CDR, MC, USN 


Received above working papers 


this date. 


/j. H. STOVER '/JR. 


/CAPT, MC, USN 

Commanding Officer, U.S. Naval Medical School 
National Naval Medical Center 



This, an original copy, also bears the endorsement of l?r. Burkley absent from the copy 
published by the Conmission. Here Humea makes explicit that he never burned any notes 
made during the autopsy. "Autopsy notes and the holograph draft of the final report" 
were preserved and given to Capt. Stover on November 24. Stover must have received 
-All autopsy notes because Humes specifies that "all working papers" of the autopsy were 
in his possession until the transfer to Stover, after which "no papers relating to this 
case remain in my possession." With this transmittal, the mysterious story of the miss- 
ing autopsy notes begins. See pp. 1 45# 261. 
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23 SKIDOO 


Finding Specter's - the Commission's - skeletons did not require 
opening all the official graves. Indeed, the bulk alone makes this im- 
possible. The files are estimated to total 300 cubic feet. In files, 
where millions of words can be contained in a single cubic foot, the 
total is enormous, incalculable. The unpleasant truth is that, once one 
learns to skip around the extensive Junk, the trivia and the great volume 
of the irrelevant, it is almost impossible not to stub an investigative 
toe on a promising stone. 

When there is a murder, the autopsy and the medical evidence are, 
of course, essential evidence. 

Had Harwood merely phoned the District of Columbia morgue, as 
I did, he would have learned that its officials would not have been 
satisfied with that kind of inquest when investigating the murder of 
a skid-row bum, let alone that of a President. 

Only because he failed to look into it did Harwood not learn 
that those present at the actual autopsy were limited to military 
medical personnel, except for the assigned Secret Service and FBI 
agents, the former apparently to keep an eye on the corpse and the 
latter to eye them. 

This, in the files, leads inevitably to Specter, what he knew, what 
he knew end kept out of the record that, as the Commission's lawyer in 
charge, he was responsible for, and the alleged basis of the FBI's above- 
quoted reports. 

What one finds here is contradictory to what Specter adduced and 
to the Report, those parts of which Specter presumably drafted for Commis- 
sion signature. 

The reports of FBI Baltimore Office Agents James W. Sibert end 
Francis X . O'Neill were not printed when the Commission had 26 very large 
volumes it devoted to what, lecking any appropriate designation, has been 
termed "evidence". Not in the estimated 10,000,000 words was there space 
for these accounts of who was present at the autopsy and whet was observed 
there before end during the examination. The reports are in the Commis- 
sion's fifth file. 

From the official record built by Specter, one would gather that 
only these agents and Autopsy Surgeons James J. Humes end J. Thornton 
Boswell of the Navy and Pierre Finck of the Army were present. This is 
false. Aside from those who entered on various missions, 13 others were 
there. Sibert and O'Neill, who may be excused their misspelling of names, 
ir not incompleteness of which we shall learn, list these others with 
the introduction, "The following individuals attended the Autopsy": 

Adm. C. B. HOLLOWAY, U.S. Navy, Commanding Officer of the U.S. 

Naval Medical Center, Bethesda; 

Adm. BERKLEY, U.S. Navy, the President's personal physician; 

Commander JAMES J. HUMES, Chief Pathologist, Bethesda Naval Hcs- 
pital, who conducted autopsy; 

Capt. JAMES H. STONER, JR., Commanding Officer, U.S. Naval Medi- 
cal School, Bethesda; 

Mr. JOHN T. STRINGER, JR., Medical photographer; 

JAMES H. EBERS0LE; * P ' 
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LLOYD E. RAIHS; 

J. G. RUDNICKI; 

PAUL K. O'CONNOR; 

J. C. JENKINS ; 

JSRROL F. CHESTER; 

EDV/ARD F. REED; 

JAMES METZLER. 
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through the wounds in the 
l and upper right posterior 
sre is loss of continuity of 
i at the wound margins. The 
it its margins In the sub- 

•lccentary report covers In moro 
<c extensive degreo of cerebral 
the examination nor the nicro- 
ort or add significant details 
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approximately 3 p.m. or. November 22, If. £3, fallowing 
President * s announced assassination, i'c was ascertained 


7: A £>; 


handle a;*.;/ matters which would Tall within the :url..dictien 
cf She Federal Bureau of Investigation, inasmuch as is was" 
anticipated that a Inr~e group cf both military and civilian 
Cw.'wC.ir.ol ttww»yr«£C vO tne z > zl z o v>'ouaC con^rc:~atc at Baca 
Operations to witness the landing of this fii~hs. 


Lt. Col. ROBB?.? T. BBS?, Director c. ±,c 
Security, advised the President's plane would arrive a 
p:2p p . r.*i . Subsequently, Col. BBC? advi 
would arrive at 6:C5 p.n. 


Lav; Enforcement and 
would arrive at 
sec that the piano 


At approximately 5:53 p.rr. . spent s were advised through the 
Hyattsville Resident Agency that the Bureau had instructed 
that the agents accompany the body to the National Naval 
Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, to stay v;ith the body 
and to obtain bullets reportedly ir. the President’s body. 

‘Immediately aper.ts contacted Mr. JAMBS RGNLBY, the Director 
of the U. S. Secret Service, identified themselves and made 
Mr. P.CV’LBY aware of our aforementioned instruction. Immed*’ 
following the plane’s laud ire, Mr. RCV.’LBY arranged seating 
for Bureau agents in the third car of the White Rouse motorcade 
•which followed the ambulance containing the President’s body 
to the Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland . 

Cr. arrival at the Medical Center, the ambulance s Scorned in 
•frcr£ of the main entrance, at which time Mrs. JACCIRLINB 
KBN.oDY and Attorney General ROBB?.? KENNEDY c mb a rhea from the * 
ambulance ur.d entered the building. The ambulance was there- 
after driver, around to the rear entrance where the President's 
body was removed ana taker, ir.ts an autopsy room. Bureau 
scents assisted in the moving of the casket to the autoesy • 
room. A tirht security was immediately placed around she 
autopsy room by the Naval facility and the U. S. Secret Service. 
Bureau agents mace contact with Mr. ROY XBLLBRMAN, the 
Assistant Secret Service A^ont in Charge cf the White Reuse 
. md a dvised him ef the ?ur 
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a his is oibert and 0 fill's report on their observation of the autopsy. It was not 
published by the Comcdssion, und is contradictory of luuiy vital elements of the official 
case. See pp. 24, 42. 
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>f the autopsy. It was noti 
vital elements of the off l 


Kc adviced that he had already received instruction:: free: 
Director ECWLEY a 3 to the presence of Bureau agents. It 
will he noted that aforementioned Bureau s-ent:;, Hr. AY/ 
HELLERHAX, Hr. WILLI AH CREER ar.d Hr. WILLIAM O' LB AMY, Secret 
Service agents, were the only ;; ; r cr.no 1 other than .v.edieal 
personnel present during the a.. ...... y. 

The following individuals attended the autopsy: 

Adm. C. B. HOLLOWAY, U. S. Navy, Ccnmnudinr Officer 
, of the U. S. Naval Medical Center, Lc thee da; 

Adm . 3ERMLEY, U. S. Navy, the I resident* 3 personal 
physician; 

Commander JAMBS J. HUMES, Chief Pathologist, Be taenia 
Naval Hospital, who conducted autopsy; 

Capt. JAMES H. STONER, JR., Command ir.m Officer, U . a. 
Naval Medical School, Bethesda; 

Mr. JOHN T. STRINGER, JR., Medical photographer; 

JAMES K. EBERSOLS; 

LLOYD E. RAIK3; 

J. T. 30ZNZLL; 

J. G. RUDNICKI; 

PAUL K. O’CONNOR; 

J. C. JSNrllNS ; 

J ERROL F. CHESTER; 

UPWARD ? . KEEP; 

JAMES MBT2LER . 

During the course of the autopsy, Lt . Col. ?. PINCH, U. S. 

A ray Aimed Forces Institute of Pathology, arrived to assist 
Coar.ar.ee r HUMES in the autopsy. In addition, Lt. Cmdr. 

C-EZC-G CROSS ar.d Captain DAVID OSBORNE, Chief cf Surges"/, 
entered the autopsy room. 

Major General WEHLE, Cor.r.andih~* ’Officer of U. S. Military 
District, Washington, D.C., entered the autopsy rsc.r. to 
ascertain from the Secret Service arrangements ccr.cernir.v the 


&?! 


i?i-* 


Kote the extensive list of military personnel present at the autopsy. In fact, the 
o&ly civilians allowed in the room were the it I ana oecret Service a t .e:»tr. with all 
the doubts surrounding the autopsy and the nature and location of the ..ounic, only 
three of the medical personnel in attendance -ere c .lieu to testify before the Cos.inis- 
*ion. The failure to call Dr. Burkley (here misspelled "BERKLEY") is particularly 
*ignificant since he was in the motorcade during the assassination, present with the 
President at Parkland Hospital, in attendance at the autopsy, certified t. v :at the Pres- 
ident was shot in the back , and transit ted the missing autopsy notes to the Secret 
Service. An obviously vital witness, he is not even mentioned in the Report, bee 
Chapter 28 . 
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Cr.X'.nsnortc.tlon of the President ' s b *:.... k . j .uv,, , 

.mm h. bcti-mg, u. 2. Msvy, visivcc cue-:;::.-.* : ._Y 

durir • vho fira 1 Gt.c1.3c.': of suth to type 
ur.d 02 ere S Gervicc for items eh ti-.i 


At the termination of the ev-tc the folio*.:.'. .7;; y.nr.; su.*.:.! 
from C;;v:l e r ' 3 Funeral Home entered the autopsy res.:. *;c 
7.' :*e' ore the President 1 0 body for burial: 

v G.“w\ V / ; .M K;u'Ow.\ 

it.:;:; 37?.Cbu: 
t::cm \3 f.c-bixscn 
Mr. KAGXX 

uiri.gidier G2r.0r.7l GCDDMTi >'.c 2 :UGX, Air force Military AA:y. 
to the President, woo also present, as was Dr. GBCMC-Z BA._.i’G\. 
U. S. Navy. 

Arrangements were made . _ for the perfcr.tar.ee of the autopsy 
by . the U . 3 , Xavy and Secret Service. 

-he Proa ioont's body was reached from th:' cachet ir. which ;.t 
had boor, transported and was placed on the autopsy table , at 
•which time the complete body was wrapped ir. a sheet ana the 
head area contained an additional wrcppir.3 which was saturated 
with blood, Following the remove 1 cf the wrapping it v:c„ 
ascertained that the President' o clothing had ccer. re. 7.2 vs a 
and it was also apparent that a tracheotomy had beer, performed, 
as wall as surgery of the head area, namely, in the top cf 
the c Ice 11 . All personnel with the exception of medical 
officers needed ir. the taking of photographs and X-?.ays ware 
re cues ted to leave the autopsy room sr.d remain ir. an adjacent 

Gp on completion cf X-Pur's and photographs, the first ir.eaJior. 
v.Ls made at 6:15 ?.m. X -hays of the brain are a which were 
■a svs-1 eyed and returned to the autopsy room disclccsd c. path 
cf a missile which appeared to enter the bach of the shall 
and the path of the disintegrated fragments could be observed 
along the right side of the skull . The largest section of 
this micelle as portrayed by X-Ray appeared tc be behind the- 
right frontal sinus. The next largess fragment appeared to 
be at the rear of the skull at the Juncture of the skull bone. 

tie Chief Pathologist advised approximately do particles of 
disintegrated bullet and smudges Ine.caied that the projectile 
had fragmentised while passing through the skull region. 
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Nowhere is there an explanation of why it was "apparent" tliat "surgery of the head 
area" had occurred, a falsehood. Thu Commission sought no explanation. nor was the 
Commission interested in ascertaining how these ir’iu agents could .-aio.i it was "apparent 
th~t a tracheotomy had been performed" when homes 1 story is that ho had to wait until 
the following day to learn tliut. 
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Yhe Ooi-ilssion’s published record nowhere reflects th«*i t Dr. Hirr.es felt it "clear & 
of the i.i^ht oi* the’ uuiopjy trot the lullot er.ii.rin" the bach: had x.ot exited. Inst< 
the de.:ort asserts that Humec fully traced th«= bullet path threuen to the front of 1 
neck :iTtd had his hypothesis "cor.fi r.:.ed" when he learned of the front neck wound the 
next day fron: Dr. Perry. Vurthcr exploration during the autopsy disproved that tb< 
of n short penetration by the bullet in the uack (HUB). Yhe autr.ors of the Beport 1 
to kr.Oo this* was false, and perliaps tils is why Sibert and O'iieill were never calle< 
to testify. 

h'ote also <Urilerca.t , s assurance that the pictures and x-rays were available to 
the Pol, contrary to the official fiction. 
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This is the front side of the one-pe^e death certificate executed by the President*® ; 
physician. Admiral hurkley # I to existence ves known to the Co.n/JLCsio::, which had . ^ 
copies of the receipts for its transaittal to the Secret Se-’vice, Kovever, the Coo-^ 
pvission never asked for arid never received a copy. The official certificate of deaths 
would seem to be fundamental tc any investigation of a nurder, but not so far as the *5 
Warren Coin:issicii >:as concerned. Had the Cc-i^issior. put this certificate in its 
it could not have written the Tteoort. as the r.cxt nsp* rakes clear. 
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JflvV' president was rushed to ParKiaod Mwwi’iai .«..<! \. %::*.* . ... 
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President unci immediately v/ent to the emergency room, It way e vie. <....% th :*. 
wound was or such severity that it was bound to be fatal. !;:•«.*. mire.; v/.*-.. r.o;:.,. ».*. 
the time ot arrival at tno nos pita i by several members or tV.e dec r e. rvi c ». . 

Emergency measures wore employed immediately including Intravenous .rule 
>Vr* blood. Trie President was pronounced deaa at 1:00 p. m. by .Or. Clark and v/e i 
: jf>* verified by me. 
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This la the reverse side of the Certificate of Death wherein Admiral Burkley, present 
at the autopsy, reports with assurance and precision that the President had received a 
wound "In the posterior back at about the level of the third thoracic vertebra." It 
is significant that Burkley provided this description on November 2J, for it was not 
until the following day, the 2£th, that he saw and "verified" Dr. Boswell's siiUar 
locating of the wound on a body chart, reproduced at p. 310. For a deoiction of the 
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These are the "artist's 
representation of the 
President's wounds. Com- 
pare them with the autopsy 
chart on the opposite page, 
which clearly shews that 
the rear wound was in the 
back, jiat the neck. The 
FBI report also locates 
this wound in the back 
(see page 195) and gives 
not thi3 flat angle but 
one of 45 to 60 degrees. 
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juiULT fiALE SKELhVJli , HEAR VIEW 



Knowing the Commission would not put the autopsy pictures In lte record, the doctors y 
had drawings cade to depict the resident's wounds. CE's >35 and 306 wee peered In 
Karch 1961 under Humes' supervision. These illustrations deliberately misrepresent 
the back wound as a neck wound, a di3Cre|nncy of vliich the doctors and the Commission^ 
ers had to be aware* Burklny and Boswell had originally located the bock wound at the 
level of the tliird thoracic vertebra, depicted on the skeletal chart here. The wound 
In the neck depleted in CE 305 is markedly higher than the third thorocic vertebra. •* 
The immediate significance of thin information is that a bullet entering the bock at ,tl 
third thoracic vertebra and traveling at a downward angle could not emerge at tl>e 
front of the throat, thus provi:\g the autopsy report and the Warren Report wrong. 
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Why there were the telephone calls from the Naval Hospital to 
Pallas* 

And, above all, why the photographs and X. rays and the spectro. 
graphic analysis are not only not in the twenty.six volumes appended 
to the Report, but are not even e xhibits i n the Commission* s record * 

Are these really questions* 

Is there, in fact, now any basic question other than who the 
assassins are* 

And have we anything less than the most odious event in our 
national history* 


Excerpts from the FBI report 


I. THE ASSASSINATION 

President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, 
Texas, at approximately 12:29 p.xn. (CST) on November 22, 1963. 

At the time, the President was en route from Love Field to the 
Trade Mart in Dallas to address a luncheon sponsored by several 
civic groups. Among those in thejaigtorcade with the President wen* 


Street (Exhibit l), three shots rang out. Two bullets struck 
President Kennedy, and one wounded Governor Connally. The 
President, who slumped forward in the car, was rustedto Parkland 

Immediately after President Kennedy and Governor .Connally 
were admitted to Parkland Memorial Hospital, a bullet was found on 
one of the stretchers. Medical examination of the President's body 
revealed that one of the bullets had entered Just below his shoulder 
to the right of the spinal column at an angle of 45 to 60 degrees downward, 
that there was no point of exit, and that the bullet was not in the body. 

An examination of this bullet by the FBI Laboratory determined that 
it had been fired from the rifle owned by Oswald. (Exhibit 23) 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT .COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Civil Action No. 75-226 


AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES T. TAGUE 


1. My name is James T. Tague. I live at 1 14 . 32 I 4 . Shoredale Lane, Dallas, 
Texas. I am the Fleet Sales Manager of Steakley Chevrolet, Inc., at 
6411 East Northwest Highway, Dallas, Texas, an automobile dealership 
which employs over 200 people. 

2. I am the bystander mentioned in the Warren Commission Report as 
having received a minor wound in the shooting that killed President 
John Kennedy and seriously wounded then Texas Governor John Connally. 

3« The place at which the assassination occurred is known as Dealy 
Plaza. It is bounded on the north by Elm Street, on the south by 
Commerce Street, with Main Street between them. At that time, Elm 
Street was a one-way street headed west and Commerce Street was a one- 
way street headed east. These three streets flow together at the west 
end of Dealy Plaza at what is known as the "Triple Underpass," formed 
by bridges and an excavation to permit traffic to flow underneath the 
wide railroad tracks. 

4 . At shortly before 12:30 p.m., Dallas time, on November 22, 1 9^>3 # 

I was driving east on Commerce Street, in the northern (left) lane. As 
I was about to emerge from under the triple underpass, I was blocked by 
stopped traffic. I left my car and was standing on the north side of 
Commerce Street between Commerce Street and Main Street, when the 
Presidential motorcade was going west on Elm Street. 

5 . As the motorcade came down Elm Street, I heard a noise that at 
first, sounded like an exploding firecracker. As I was looking around 
Dealy Plaza, trying to determine what it was that- I had heard, I heard 
the sounds of the second and third shots. I saw people throwing them- 
selves to the ground, I reacted by stepping behind a pillar of the 
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Triple Underpass. As I emerged from behind this pillar, a man, whom 
I later determined to be Deputy Sheriff Eddy R. "Buddy 11 Walthers, ran 
up to me and asked me if I had seen what had happened. After I told 
him that I did not know what had happened, we walked to where a small 
crowd had gathered around a motorcycle policeman. A man was exclaiming, 
"His head exploded! His head exploded! The Presidents head ex- 
ploded!" At this point, Deputy Sheriff Buddy Walthers said that I had 
blood on my cheek. It was at this time that I remembered something had 
stung me on my cheek during the shooting. We walked back toward the 
place I had been standing. When we were approximately 30 to l \. 0 feet 
from this point, Mr. Walthers exclaimed, "Look there, on the curb." 

There was a very fresh mark on the curb, which appeared to have been 
caused by a bullet. I recall that other officers came up and inspected 
this impact point. I recall that the motorcycle policeman called in on 
his police radio the fact that I had received a slight wound. I was the: 
sent to the Homicide Section of the Dallas Police Department to give my 
statement. A homicide officer, whose name I do not recall, took my 
statement • 

6. While this officer was taking my statement, Lee Harvey Oswald was 
brought into the adjoining cubicle, where there were many other police 
officers • 

7. Since then, I have never seen the statement prepared by this 
homicide officer. 

8. I later learned that on November 23, 19&3, Deputy Sheriff Walthers 
took two photographers to the spot where I had been standing in Dealy 
Plaza and they photographed the curbstone, showing the point of im- 
pact from which I was wounded. 

9. I now am not certain whether it was a fragment of bullet or a 
fragment of concrete that sprayed from the impact that caused my 
minor wound. 

10. Because this was an event of some importance, I made some notes 
at that time, thinking that in the future, they might be of some in- 
terest to my children. I have also saved a few news stories. 


- 2 - 


11. I thought it was strange that with an extensive official in- 

vestigation going on, that no FBI agent ever spoke to me when the 
fact of my minor wound was on the police radio and in police reports 
and when a picture of the impact on the curbstone had been printed 
in Dallas newspapers. A copy of one that I preserved is attached 

as Exhibit “A". This is one of the photographs taken on November 23, 19 

by Tom Dillard, of the Dallas Horning News . 

12. The next month, on December 13# 1963, after a news story headlined 
"Questions Raised on Murder Bullets" appeared in the Dallas Horning News 
I phoned the FBI. It then interviewed me the following day. 

13. This news account goes into a question that perplexed me, in 

addition to the lack of official interest in a first-person account of 
some of the firing during the assassination. It is with President 
Kennedy* s having received a fatal wound and a non-fatal wound and 
Governor Connally*s having been wounded in three different parts of his 
body and with only three shots fired, what caused my wound when I was 

twice as far from the place the shots were said to have come from as 

the Presidential car was? 

14. Because of the manner in which I preserved this news account, it 
did not keep in good condition. I have asked my wife to retype it, and 
her retyped copy and a photostat of the news story are attached herein 
as Exhibit "B". 

15* While there are these and other news accounts, my own notes of 
the time and the FBI account of its interview with me all refer to a 
chipping of the curbstone, I now have no independent recollection of a 
chipped point, I am absolutely without doubt that there was a very 
visible mark and that Deputy Sheriff Walthers saw it from a distance. 

16. All accounts are as this news story expressed it, "freshly made." 

1 7 . Harold Weisberg showed me a copy of the FBI*s account of its 
December 14, 1963, interview with me on June 10, 1977. A copy of this 
report is attached, marked Exhibit "C". A sentence in it that refers 
to this and to what I then said about it reads, "He did look around 
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the curb and near where he was standing, there was a chip missing, 
which he stated looked fresh. 

18. Mr. Weisberg has also shown me another two-page document, 
identified as Pages 32 and 33 of CR 1245. It is not dated. It 
purports to be what a Dallas Times Herald reporter named Jim Lehrer 
told FBI Agent Alfred C. Ellington. The initials at the top are "RPG". 
Mr. Weisberg has informed me that these are the initials of a since- 
retired agent, Robert P. Gamberling, who compiled and rewrote reports 
in the FBI's Dallas Field Office. 

19 . This document, attached as Exhibit "D", appears to be about twice 
as long as the FBI report that is Exhibit "0». I note that it contain.* 
no mention of any evidence of the shooting in the assassination and 
appears to be an effort to attack my credibility, without so stating. 
While it refers to what is called ''his story" it makes no mention of 
the information I gave the FBI earlier or of the many .independent 
confirmations of it in current news accounts quoting police officials 
or to the statement the Dallas police took from me the afternoon of 
the day of the assassination. 

20. Aside from being what I regard as a prejudicial account, the FBI 
never checked with me if there is inaccuracy, whether or not intended 
prejudicially, in describing me as a "used car salesman" in the third 
paragraph. I have had a 16-year career in new car sales and fleet 
sales management. My specialty is fleet sales throughout the United 
States and abroad. These range from the sale of fleets of vans that 
are bullet-proofed in Dallas and are sent throughout the United Stater 
as the vehicles of the Purolator Armored Car Service, to foreign ordt 
in the hundreds, including some that because of domestic business 
conditions, were too large to be contracted profitably. 

21. Mr. Lehrer's account of his interview with me appeared in the 
Dallas Times Herald of June 5> 1964. It is attached herein as 
Exhibit "E". It states nothing that is alleged in the RPG report, 
Exhibit "D"; suggests nothing of the sort; and, in fact, says exactly 
the opposite of my being a self-seeker, or a publicity seeker: 
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35. While after 13 years I am not certain about the nature of the 
visible point of impact on the curbstone, I am certain of the words 
of my testimony quoted in the Warren Report on this, "That there was 
a mark quite obviously that was a bullet, and it was very fresh." 



CITY OF DALLAS 
COUNTY OF DALLAS, TEXAS 

Before me this // day of _ QkJ^ » 1977, 

deponent JAMES T. TAGUE has appeared and signed this affidavit, first 
having sworn that the statements made therein are true. 

My commission expires 

Q.jJc40£/aJr 

NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF DALLAS, TEXAS 
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212 LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

thing about the fact that he was going to the Cuban Embassy about a visa, she 
doesn't know that he planned to go to Cuba. That whole episode is entirely 
unknown to her, and yet he has some note in this little notebook that he had 
in which he has a silver bracelet that has a name Marina on it that apparently 
is Mexican, characteristically Mexican bracelet, and he (192) went to, appar- 
ently, a bull fight and Jai alai and other things down there, according to his 
little notebook, and it is difficult to believe that he could be gone that long 
from her and come back and she would never ask him where he had been, and 
if he gave her this bracelet which she never says that she ever received, but we 
are going to have to ask her about all of that, how she could have not known 
something that was going on about that. 

In addition to that, there is this Spanish dictionary, and the books 
about Spanish where he was trying to learn Spanish, although he had known 
some‘ Spanish before he went to Russia, and we are trying to run that down 
to find out what he studied at the Monterey School of the Army in the way 
of languages because she used to make fun of him, according to some of their 
Russian friends, about his pronunciation of Spanish words, and he was very 
clumsy at it, and was embarrassed by her making jokes about that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: How would she know that, that he was mispro- 
nouncing Spanish words? She couldn't speak Spanish. She couldn't even 
speak English, she spoke Russian. How would she know that, I wonder. 

MR. RANKIN: There is no explanation of her friends saying, and it is 
possible she got that from her other Russian friends, but there is no indica- 
tion that they were Spanish-speaking so far as anything we have. 

(193) JHE CHAIRMAN: Of course there are so many Spanish-speak- 
ing people down in Texas. 

MR. RANKIN: In the area. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That she might have gotten it from someone else. 

MR. RANKIN: Then there is a great range of material in regard to the 
wounds, and the autopsy and this point of exit or entrance of the bullet in 
the front of the neck, and that all has to be developed much more than we 
have at the present time. 

We have an explanation there in the autopsy that probably a fragment 
came out the front of the neck, but with the elevation the shot must have 
come from, and the angle, it seems quite apparent now, since we have the pic- 
ture of where the bullet entered in the back, that the bullet entered below 
the shoulder blade to the right of the backbone, which is below the place 
where the picture shows the bullet came out in the neckband of the shirt in 
front, and the bullet, according to the autopsy didn't strike any bone at all, 
that particular bullet, and go through. 
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So that how it could turn and— 

REP. BOGGS: I thought I read that bullet just went in a finger's length. 

MR. RANKIN: That is what they first said. They reached in and they 
could feel where it came, it didn't go any further than that, about part of the 
finger or something, part of the autopsy, and then they proceeded to recon- 
struct where they thought (194) the bullet went, the path of it, and, which is, 
we have to go into considerable items and try to find out how they could re- 
construct that when they first said that they couldn't even feel the path be- 
yond the part of a finger. 

And then how it could become elevated; even so it raised rather than 
coming out at a sharp angle that it entered, all of that, we have to go into, 
too, and we are asking for help from the ballistic experts on that. 

We will have to probably get help from the doctors about it, and find 
out, we have asked for the original notes of the autopsy on that question, 
too. 

Now, the bullet fragments are now, part of them are now, with the 
Atomic Energy Commission, who are trying to determine by a new method, 
a process that they have, of whether they can relate them to various guns 
and the different parts, the fragments, whether they are a part of one of the 
bullets that was broken and came out in part through the neck, and just what 
particular assembly of bullet they were part of. 

They have had it for the better part of two and a-half weeks and we 
ought to get an answer. 

So the basic problem, what kind of a wound it is in the front of the 
neck is of great importance to the investigation. 

We believe it must be related in some way to the three sheets from the 
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SEN. COOPER: You mean in the back? 

(195) MR. RANKIN: One, or something from a shot at the top of the 

head. 

MR. McCLOY: It is possible that the third shot could have had a frag- 
mentation. 

SEN. COOPER: One doctor, as I remember, projected manual massage, 
to resuscitate him, that would cause the bullet to come back out of the back. 
Do you remember that? 

SEN. RUSSELL: Have you collected these charges against the raw 

material in here? 

MR. RANKIN: I haven't, we may. 
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ox the surgical and medical staff n Severa2 °tber members 
J at this point tbe President's Immediately, 

complete resuscitation. “ * condition did not allow 

, Q :: Wbat do you mean by -complete resuscitation-? . 
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: Q. Where was the entrance wound? - -* 

' : • **.. • . v . ’ v* i •: .. ..* • v *." • , . -v _ 

DR. PERRY: There was an" entrance 'wound in ’the neck. 
As regards the one on the head, I cannot say. * *.**-• * • •* • ‘ 

* • ; : • ... . • •« . .• 

Q. Which way was the bullet coming on the neck 
wound? ‘At him? • • 

• • > . * .* 

DR, PERRY: It appeared to be coming at him. 

’ ’..Q* the one behind? 

t)R. PERRY: The nature of the v/ound defies the • 

ability to describe whether it went through it from either 
side. I cannot tell you that. Can you, Dr* Clark? 

... . DR. CLARK: The head wound could have been either 

the exit wound from the neck or it could have been a tangential 
v/ound, as it was simply a. large, gaping loss of tissue, 

Q, That was the immediate cause of death -- the 
head wound? • . *. . • * 

DR, CLARK: I assume so;, yes, 

. Q. There is a rioor that Lyndon Johnson had a 
heart attack, and I would. like to check that out. • • 

DR. CLARK: I have no information, * • * .* 

KR, HAWKS: I don’t believe these gentlemen were 

in attendance with the Vice President, 

Q, Where was he when this v/as going on? 

MR, HAWKS: * That is not the question you should 
put to this doctor, . . • . • 

Q% Can you tell us where he is? • 

MR. HAWKS;. I can't now, but Ur. ICilduff will be . 

’ available later and we will take those details then, 

•’ Q* We can’t bear you. , 

t f • 

MR, HAWKS: They are asking where the Vice President 

was, but I don’t know at the moment. That is not the proper 
question to put to these gentlemen. They were busy with the 
President at the time. . ' . 

Q. Where was Mrs* Kennedy?. 

MR. HAWKS: I don’t know that detail either. As you 

might suspect, we were all busy around here. 



Q, Can’t we clear this up just a little more? 

In your estimation, was there one or two wounds? Ju3t give 
us something. . - 

DR, PERRY: I don’t know. From the injury, it is 
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Mr. Specter. Indicating the upper right shoulder area? 
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^ ^ Kellerman, SA Landis, and Admiral Burkley riding in the 
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John W. Nalsh, Dave Powers, Kenneth O'Donnell and Larry O'Brien. * 

BethesHa ^toraade departed Andrews Air Force Base for Bethesda Naval Hospiui'J 

... , ’ ryland, at 6:10 p.m. We were escorted by motorcyclo police ofricers 

ihe motorcade arrived Bethesda Naval Hospital at 6:55 p.m. Urs. Kennedy, the 
i t !* J General, SA Landis and I went immediately inside and via elevator to the 
*Z.4 a. ? ^he hospital, the location op the Presidential Suite. Hembors of 
the immediate family and close friends were waiting in the suite. , 

« President's body was taken to the morgue at the hospital, accompanied ' 

by ASAIC Kellerman, SA Greer, and Admiral Burkley, for an autopsy. SA Landis and .*■ 
X secured the 17 th Floor of the hospital and remained there with Urs. Kennody, Wo -9 
established a communications system with the White House and handled all telephone ’/I 
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At approximately 2:45 a.m., November 23, I was requested by ASAIC 
Kellerman to come to the morguo to once again view the body. When I arrived the 
autopsy had been completed and ASAIC Kellerman, SA Greer, General UcHugh and I 
viewed tho wounds. I observed a wound about six inohes down from the neckline 
on tho back Just to the right of the spinal column. I observed another wound on 
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mission Exhibits Nos. 303 being the coat worn by the President, 394 being the 
shirt, and 305 being the President’s tie, and at this time move for their admission 
into evidence. 

The Chairman. It may be admitted. 

(Hie articles of clothing referred to were marked Commission Exhibits 
Nos. 393, 394 and 395 for identification, and received in evidence.) 

Mr. Specter, laking 393 at the start, Doctor Humes, will you describe for 
the record what hole, if any, is observable in the back of that garment which 
would be at or about the spot you have described as being the point of entry 
on the President’s back or lower neck. 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir. This exhibit is a grey suit coat stated to 
have been worn by the President on the day of his death. Situated to the 
right of the midline high in the back portion of the coat is a defect, one margin 
of which is semicircular. 

Situated above it just below the collar is an additional defect. It is our 
opinion that the lower of these defects corresponds essentially with the point 
of entrance of the missile at Point C on Exhibit 385. 

Mr. Specter. Would it be accurate to state that the hole which you have 
identified as being the point of entry is approximately 6 inches below the top 
of the collar, and 2 inches to the right of the middle seam of the coat? 

Commander Humes.' That is approximately correct, sir. This defect, I might 
say, continues on through the material. 

Attached to this garment is the memorandum which states that one half of 
the area around the hole which was presented had been removed by experts, 

I believe, at the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and also that a control area 
was taken from under the collar, so it is my interpretation that this defect at 
the top of this garment is the control area taken by the Bureau, and that the 
reason the lower defect is not more circle or oval in outline is because a por- 
tion of that defect has been removed apparently for physical examinations. 

Mr. Specter. Now, does the one which you have described as the entry of the 
bullet go all the way through? 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir; it goes through both layers. 

Mr. Specter. How about the upper one of the collar you have described, does 
that go all the way through? 

Commander Humes. Yes, sir ; it goes all the way through. It -is not— wait a 
minute, excuse me — it is not so clearly a puncture wound as the one below. 

Mr. Specter. Does the upper one go all the way through in the same course? 
Commander Humes. No. 

Mr. Specter. Through the inner side as it went through the outer side? 
Commander Humes. No, in an irregular fashion. 

Mr. Specter. Will you take Commission Exhibit 394 and describe what that is 
first of all, please? 

Commander Humes. This is the shirt, blood-stained shirt, purportedly worn 
by the President on the day of his assassination. When viewed from behind 
at a point which corresponds essentially with the point of defect on the jacket, 
one sees an Irregularly oval defect. 

When viewed anteriorly, with the top button buttoned, two additional defects 
are seen. Of course, with the shirt buttoned, the fly front of the shirt causes two 
layers of cloth to be present in this location, and that there is a defect in the 
inner layer of cloth and a corresponding defect in the outer layer of the cloth. 

Mr. Specter. Is there any observable indication from the fibers on the front 
side of the shirt to indicate in which direction a missile might have passed 
through those two tears? 

Commander Humes. From an examination of these defects at this point, it 
would appear that the missile traversed these two layers from within to the 
exterior. 

Mr. Specter. Would it be accurate to state that the hole in the back of the 
shirt is approximately 0 Inches below the top of the collar and 2 inches to the 
right of the middle seam of the shirt? 

Commander IIumes. That is approximately correct, sir. 

Mr. Specter. Now, how, if at all, do the holes In the shirt and coat conform 
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best you cnn do todny, and I appreciate Hint, and so does the President's Com- 
mission, and that’s all we can ask a man. 

Mr. Tomlinson. Yes, I'm going to tell you all I can, and I’m not going to 
tell you something I can't Iny down and sleep at night with either. 

Mr. Specter. Do you know where the stretcher came from that you found on 
the elevator? 

Mi. Tomlinson. No, slrj I do not. It could have come from two, It could 
have come from three, II could hnve come from some other place. 

Mr. Specter. You didn’t see anybody put It I hero? 

Mr. Tomlinson. No, sir — It was on the elevator when I got there. There 
wasn’t anyone on the elevator at the time when I keyed It. off. 

Mr. Specter. And when you say "keyed II. off,” you menu? 

Mr. Tomlinson. I’ut It. In mnnnal operation. 

Mr. Specter. Mr. Tomlinson, does It make any difference to you whether 
you sign this deposition at the end or not? 

Mr. Tomlinson. No. 

Mr. Ri»eotf.r. We very much appreciate your coming, Mr. Tomlinson. Thank 
you very much. Those are all the rpiesllons I have. 

Mr. Tomlinson. All right. Thank you. 

Mr. Specter. Off the record. 

( Discussion between counsel and the witness Tomlinson regarding a proposed 
exhibit.) 

Mr. Specter. On the record. 

Now that the deposition of Mr. Tomlinson has been concluded, I am having 
the paper marked ns Tomlinson Exhibit No. 2. 

(Instrument marked by the reporter as Tomlinson Exhibit No 2 for 
idenlincatlon.) ‘ ' 

Mr. Specter. May the record show that Mr. Tomlinson Is present, and will 
you Identify this paper marked Tomlinson Exhibit No. 2 ns the one which 
contains the diagram of the emergency room and the letters A and R of the 
stretchers we have been discussing? 

Mr. Tomlinson. 'I hat. s Just the elevator lobby hi emergency. 

Mr. Specter. And this Is the diagram which you drew for 11 s? 

Mr. Tomlinson. Yes. 

Mr. SrEOTER. That’s all, and thank you very much. 


TESTIMONY OF DIANA HAMILTON ROWRON 

The testimony of Diana Hamilton Rowron was taken at 2:05 p.m. on 
March 2*1, 1001, at Parkland Memorial Hospital, Dallns, Tex., by Mr. Aden Spec- 
ter, assistant counsel of the President’s Commission. 

Mr. Specter. May the record show that Diana Rowron Is present following 
a verbal request that she appear here to have her deposition taken. During 
the course of deposition proceedings on Alarch 20 and March 21, It. came to my 
attention that Miss Rowron would have information of value to the Commission 
and authorization was provided through the General Counsel, J. Lee Rankin! 
for her deposition to be taken. 

Miss Bowron, the President's Commission Is Investigating the assassination 
of President ICcnnedy and Is Interested In certain facts relating to Ids treat- 
ment. and presence at Parkland Memorial Hospital, and -no have asked you to 
appear here to testify concerning your knowledge of Ills presence here 

Now, I hnve shown you,, have I not, the Executive order appointing the 
Presidential Commission mid the resolution authorizing the taking of testimony 
nt. depositions by Commission stntr members, hnve I not? 

Miss Rowron. Yes. 

Mr. Specter. And arc you willing to have your deposition taken todny with- 
out 3 days’ written notice, ns we ordinarily provide? 
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Mr. Specter. Dr. Shnw, I now show you n body dlngram which Is marked 

"Commission Exhibit No. 080.” '* . . 

Senator CoorER. May I osk a question before you ask (.hat. question? 

When you first saw Governor Connally In the emergency room was he 
dresse<l or undressed? 

Dr. Siiaw. Ills trousers were still on. lie had his shorts on, I should say, 
Senator Cooper, but his coat, shirt, and trousers had been removed. 

Mr. Specter. Were his clothes anywhere in the vicinity where you could have 

seen them? . , , , 

Dr. Shaw. No; I never saw them. This is the first time that T saw them. 

Mr. Specter. That is earlier today when you examined them in this room? 

Dr. Siiaw. That, is correct. 

Mr Specter. Looking at Commission Exhibit No. (IRfi. is that a drawing which 
was prepared, after consultation with you, representing the earlier theory of 
all of the Governor’s wounds having been inflicted by a single missile? 

Dr. Siiaw. That is correct. 

Mr Specter. With reference to that, diagram, would you explain the position 
that you had earlier thought the Governor to have been in when he was wounded 

1 °Dr ? Siiaw We felt. that, the Governor was in an upright sitting position, and 
at the time of wounding was turning slightly to the right. This would bring 
the three wounds, ns we know them, the wound In the chest, the wound in the 
wrist, and the wound in the thigh into a line assuming that the right forearm 
was held against the lower right chest in front. 

The line of inclination of this particular diagram is a little more sharply 
downward than is probably correct in view of the inclination of the ribs of the 

Ch Mr. Specter. Will you redraw that line, Dr. Shaw, to conform with what you 
believe to be 

Dr Sitaw The fact that the muscle bundles on either side of the fifth rib 
were not damaged meant that the missile to strip away 10 centimeters of the 
rib had to follow this rib pretty much along Its line of inclination. 

Mr. Dulles. I wonder if you could use that red pencil to make it a little 

C °Dr. Siiaw. I think these would probably work well on this paper. Perhaps 
this iRn’t a tremendous point but it slopes just a little too much. 

Mr. SrECTER. You have initialed that to show your incline? 

D j-, g Y £8 

Mr. SrECTER. With respect to the wound you described on the thigh, Dr. Shaw, 
was there any point of exit ns to that wound? 

Dr. Shaw. No. 

Mr. Specter. I now show you 

Mr. Dulles. Could I ask one more question there, how deep was the wound or 
entry, could you tell at all? 

Dr. Siiaw. Mr. Dulles, I didn’t examine the wound of the thigh so I can t 
testify as to that. Dr. Gregory, I think, was there at the time thnt the debris 
was carried out and he may have more knowledge thnn I have. 

Mr. Dult.es. We will hear Dr. Gregory later? 

Mr Specter. Yes; ho is scheduled to testify as soon ns Dr. Shaw concludes. 
Dr. Shaw, I now show you Commission Exhibit. 300 which has heretofore been 
identified ns being a virtually whole bullet weighing 158 grains. 

May I say for the record, that In the depositions which have been token in 
Parkland Hospital, that wo have ascertained, and ‘those depositions are part 
of the overall record, that is the bullet which came from the Rtretcher of Gov- 
ernor Connally. ,, , 0 

First, Dr. Shnw, have you had a chance to examine that bullet earlier today? 

Dr. Shaw. Yes; I examined it this morning. 

Mr. Specter. Is it possible thnt the bullet which wont, through the Governor’s 
chest could have emerged being as fully intact, ns thnt bullet is? 

Dr. Shaw. Yes; I believe it Is possible because of the fact thnt the bullet 
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dnmago to the Governor. Aside from whether or not thnt is Clio bullet which 
inflicted the Governor’s wounds. 

Dr. Siiaw. I see. 

Mr. Specter. Could n bullet traveling In the path which I have described In 
the prior hypothetical question, have Inflicted all of the wounds on the Governor? 
Dr. Shaw. Yes. 

Mr. Specter. And so far ns the velocity and the dimension of the bullet arc 
concerned, is it: possible that the same bullet could have gone through the Presi- 
dent in the way that. I have described and proceed through the Governor caus- 
ing all of his wounds without regard to whether or not. it was bullet 301)? 

Dr. Shaw. Yes. 

Mr. SrECTER. When you started to comment about, it not. being possible, was 
that In reference to the existing mass and shape of bullet 300? 

Dr, Siiaw. I thought you were referring directly to the bullet shown ns 
Exhibit 309. 

Mr. SrECTER. What is your opinion as to whether bullet 300 could have in- 
dieted all of the wounds on the Governor, then, without respect at this point to 
the wound of the President’s neck? 

Dr. Siiaw. I feel that there would be sonic difficulty in explaining all of the 
wounds ns being inflicted by bullet Exhibit 300 without, causing more in the 
way of loss of substance to the bullet or deformation of the bullet. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Specter. Dr. Shaw, have you had an opportunity today here In the Com- 
mission building to view the movies which we referred to ns the Znpruder movies 
and the slides taken from these movies? 

Dr. Siiaw. Yes. 

Mr. Specter. And what, if any, light did those movies shed on your evaluation 
and opinions on this matter with respect to the wounds of the Governor? 

Dr. Siiaw. Well, my main interest was to try to place the time that (lie Gov- 
ernor was struck by the bullet wliicb inflicted Ibc wound on Ids chest in refer- 
ence to the sequence of the three shots, ns lias been described to us. 

(At this point the Chief Justice entered the bearing room.) 

Tin's meant trying to carefully examine the position of the Governor’s body in 
the car so that it would fall in line with wliat we knew the trajectory must, be 
for this bullet coming from the point where it has been indicated It did come 
from. And in trying to place tills actual frame that these frames are numbered 
when the Governor was hit, my opinion wns that it was frame number let’s see 
I think it was No. 30. 

Mr. Specter. 2307 

Dr. SnAW. 230, give or take 1 or 2 frames. It was right In 30. 30, 37, perhaps. 
Mr. Specter. I have heretofore asked you questions about what possibly eouhl 
have happened in terms of the various combinations of possibilities on missiles 
striking the Governor in relationship to striking the President as well. Do you 
have any opinion ns to what, in fact, did happen? 

Dr. Shaw. Yes. From the pictures, from tho conversation with Governor 
Connnlly and Mrs. Connnlly, It seems that the first, bullet bit the President, in 
the shoulder mid perforated the neck, but tills was not. the bullet that Governor 
Connnlly feels bit him: and In the sequence of films I think it is hard to say 
thnt the first bullet bit both of these men almost simultaneously. 

Mr. SrECTER. Js that, view based on the information which Governor Connnlly 
provided to you? 

Dr. Siiaw. Largely. 

Mr. Specter. As opposed to any objectively determinable facts from the bul- 
lets, the situs of the wounds or your viewing of the pictures? 

Dr. Shaw. Yes. I was Influenced a great, deal by what Governor Connnlly 
knew about ills movements in (lie car at this particular time. 

Mr. Dum.es. You have Indicated a certain nnglo of declination on this chart 
here which the Chief Justice has. 

Dr. Shaw. Yes. 

Mr. Specter. Do you know enough about the angle of declination of the bullet 
thnt hit the President to judge at. all whether these two angles of declination nro 
consistent? 
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Mr. Si'ECTEK. Was cardiac massage applied in this situation? 

Dr. Cauuico. Yes, sir; it was, excellent cardiac massage. 

Mr. Si’ECTEK. Were bloods administered to the President? 

Dr. Cauuico. Yes, sir. 

(At this point, Mr. Dulles entered the hearing room.) 

Mr. Si’ecteu. Dr. Carrico, wus any action Liken with respect to the adrenalin 
insutlicieney of President Kennedy? 

Dr. Caukico. Yes, sir; he was given 300 miligrams of hydrocortisone which is 
an adrenal hormone. 

Mr. Si'ECTEK. And what was the reason for the administration of that drug? 

Dr. Cahuico. It was recalled that the Pn-' ideal had be. .. ..aid to have adrenal 
Insufficiency. 

Mr. Sfecteu. Now, at what time was the death of the President pronounced, 
Doctor? 

Dr. Cauuico. At 1 o'clock. 

Mr. Si’ECTEK. Who pronounced the death of the President? 

Dr. Cauuico. Dr. Clark, I believe. 

Mr. Si'ECTEK. Was that a precise time tixed or a general time iixed for 
the point of death? 

Dr. Cauuico. This wus a general time, sir. 

Mr. Si’ecteu. What, in your opinion, was the cause of death? 

Dr. Cauuico. The head wound, the head injury. 

Mr. Si’ecteu. Will you describe as si>ecitically as you can the head wound 
which you liave already mentioned briefly? 

Dr. Caukico. Sure. 

This was a 5- by 71 -cm defect in the i>osterior skull, the occipital region. 
There was an absence of the culvurium or skull in this area, with shredded 
tissue, bruin tissue present and initially considerable slow oozing. Then after 
we established some circulation there was more profuse bleediiv from this 
wound. 

Mr. Si’ecteu. Was any other wound observed on the head in addition to this 
large opening where the skull was absent? 

Dr. CAnuico. No other wound on the head. 

Mr. Sfecteu. Did you have any opportunity siHMMflcully to look for a small 
wound which was hclow the large opening of the skull on the right side of the 
head? 

Dr. Cauuico. No, sir; aL least initially there was no time to exumine the 
patient completely for all small wounds. As we said before, this was an acutely 
ill putient and all we hud time to do was to determine what things were life- 
threatening right then and ultempt to resuscitate him und ufter which a more 
complete examination would be carried out and we didn’t have time to exumine 
for other wounds. 

Mr. Sfecteu. Was such a more complete examination ever carried out by the 
doctors in Purkluud? 

Dr. Cauuico. No, sir; not in my presence. 

Mr. Sfectek. Why not? 

Dr. Cauuico. As we said initially this was an acute emergency situation 
and there was not time initially and when the curdiac mussuge was done this 
prevented any further examination during this time this wus being done. After 
tho President was pronounced dead his wife was there, he wus the President, 
and we felt cerluinly that complete examination would be curried out and no 
one huil the heart, \ believe, to exumine him then. 

Mr. Sfecteu. Will you describe, as siR.*eili cully as you can then, the neck wounds 
which you heretofore mentioned briefly? 

Dr. Cauuico. There was a smull wound, 5- to 8-iuiii. in size, located in the 
lower third of the neck, below the thyroid cartilage, the Adums apple. 

Mr. Dulles. Will you show us about where it. was? 

Dr. Cauuico. Just about where your tie would be. 

Mr. Dulles. Where did it enter? 

Dr. Cauuico. It entered? 

Mr. Dulles. Yes. 

l)r. Cauuico. At the time we did not know 
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Mr. Dulles. I see. 

Dr. Carrico. The entrance. All wo knew this was a small wound here. 

Mr. Dulles. I see. And you put your hand right above where your tie Is? 

Dr. Cajirico. Yes, sir ; just where the t.le 

Mr. Dulles. A little bit to the left. 

Dr. Carrico. To the right. 

Mr. Dulles. Yes; ( <> (he right. 

Dr. Carrico. Yes. And this wound was fairly round, had no Jagged edges, 
no evidence of powder burns, and so forth. 

Representative Ford. No evidence of powder burns? 

Dr. Carrico. So far as I know. 

Representative Ford. In the front? 

Dr. Carrico. Yes. 

Mr. SrECTER. Have you now described that wound as specifically as you can 
based upon your observations at the time? 

Dr. Carrico. I believe so. 

Mr. Specter. And your recollection at (he time of those observations? 

Dr. Carrico. Yes ; an even round wound., 

Mr. Dulles. You felt this wound in the neck was not a fatal wound? 

Dr. Carrico. That is right 

Mr. SrECTER. That is, absent the head wound, would the President have sur- 
vived the wound which wad present on his neck? 

Dr. Carrico. I think very likely he would have. 

Mr. SrECTER. Based on your observations on the neck wound alone did you 
have a sufficient basis to form an opinion as to whether it was an entrance or 
an exit wound? 

Dr. Carrico. No, sir; we did not. Not having completely evaluated all the 
wounds, traced out the course of the bullets, this wound would have been com- 
patible with either entrance or exit wound depending upon the size, the velocity 
the tissue structure and so forth. 

Mr. Specter. Permit me to add some facts which I shall ask you to assume 
as being true for purposes of having you express an opinion. 

First of all, assume that the President was struck by a 8.5 mm. copper- 
jacketed bullet from a rifle having a muzzle velocity of approximately 2,000 
feet per second at a time when the President was approximately 180 to 250 
feet from the weapon, with the President being struck from the rear at a 
downward angle of approximately 45 degrees, being struck on the upper right 
posterior thorax Just above the upper border of the scapula 14 centimeters from 
the tip of the right acromion process and 14 centimeters below the tip of the right 
mastoid process. 

Assume further that the missile passed through the body of the President 
striking no bones, traversing the neck and sliding between the large muscles in 
the posterior aspect of the President’s body through a fascia channel without 
violating the pleural cavity, but bruising only the ai>ex of the right pleural 
cavity and bruising the most apical portion of the right lung, then causing a 
hematoma to the right of the larynx which you have described, and creating 
a Jagged wound In the trachea, then exiting precisely nt the point where you 
observe the puncture wound to exist. 

Now based on those facts was the appearance of the wound in your opinion 
consistent with being an exit wound? 

Dr. Carrico. It certainly wns. It could bnvc been under the circumstance*. 
Mr SrFxrrKR. And mumming that nil IJic facta which I hnve given you to be 
true, do you hnve nn opinion with n rensonnble degree of medlcnl certainty ns to 
whether, In fact, tho wound was an entrance wound or an exit, wound? 

Dr. Carrico. With those facts nnd the fnct ns I understand It no other 
bullet wns found this would be, this wns, I believe, wns nn exit wound 

Mr. SrECTER. Were nn.v bullets found In the Presldent’a body by the doctors 
at Parkland? 

Dr. Carrico. No, air. 

Mr. SrECTER. Was tho President’s clothing ever examined by you, Dr. Carrico? 
Dr. Carrico. No, sir; it wns not. 

Mr. Stecter. What was the reason for no examination of the clothing? 
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actly with the real loStion^f tM “ pSide down - Tha actual hole coincides ei- 

the tie to make it appear that th!^ TeTi ’ ^ ab ° Ut ' The FBI even twisted 
nick was made with oA^Li i ? h Waa a hole 1x1 the center. Actually, this smaU 

vUh Zo“f of l sl^e f^ “Jennie Sit]?* If f ^ ^ lt ““ -lar^d 

they proved no bullethlt th« d tlfic testing. The tests were suppressed because 
turea^alone f !° nt * ™ a combination of suppressed pic- 

back and ttaHE \2£t hol^In it? tZtTt ** in ‘ ha *<* ° F ‘be neck but in the 
total disproof of the entire "wlrtton” Wa3 ab ° Ve the shlrt - Eithar ia 
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“ ? btual F “ P rint '. n ° t l>°n the Warren Commission's files, obtained as de- 
thfh!rk^ "P^ P J er ? flp ! : i ally on P-528. It has this caption typed on 

FBI EiMMt £°i?25j i e ^ tlDe P 01 ? 100 of ExUbit 60 -" “ is less clear assart of 

(p*597) but in even that form shows much more than any picture the 
Commission dared print. In Itself this picture, presented here for the first time 
anywhere, destroys the entire Warren Report and means the falsity could not have been 
“ “ ab0WS ° ot hnllot h °l« B b “t slits. It also shows that when the shirt 

i H ^ coincide and on this added basis could not have been made by 

h^ h ! t ^ , ,! Ut ° n the button 8ido ie entirely below the neckband while 

that on the buttonhole aide extends well up onto it. The FBI and the Commission both 

»telv wJT 7n ^ W T false - The Commission blundered into the truth aepa- 

C»^L w r> Carrico where th0 President's front neck wound was and 

c^fl™d Jh “U was abavs the shirt, Carrico confirmed this to me when he also 

cufo^Tbv n 6 0 U !' *??* thia dama « < ’ t0 tha ahlrt wao done when the necktie was 

cut off by nurses under his supervision during emergency treatment. 
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Air. Spf.ctfh. And what is I)r. Alidgelf’s first name? 

Aliss Howhon. Hill. 

Mr. SrFOTF.n. And, where did you lake your stretcher? 

Miss Howhon. To I he left-hand side of the ear ns you are facing if., and we 
had lo move Covcrnor Connnlly oul first heeause he wns in the front. We 
couldn’t, gel. to I he hack seal. While all Ihe Secret Service men were moving 
(Jovernor Connally I went around lo Ihe oilier side of Ihe ear lo Iry lo help 
with Ihe President and Ihen we go! him onto Ihe second cart, and I hen look 
him straight over lo trauma room 1. 

Air. Spkotf.h. Trauma room No. 1 ? 

Aliss Howhon. Yes. 

Air. Spkotf.h. And describe in a general way (Jovernor Cnniially’s condition 
when you first saw him ? 

Aliss Howhon. Tie was very pale, he was leaning forward and onto Airs. Con- 
nnlly l»nl apparently — I didn’t notice very much — I was more concerned with 
I he person in the hack of I he ca r— I he President. 

Air. Spkotf.h. And what, in a general way, did you observe with respect lo 
President Kennedy’s condition ? 

Aliss Howhon. lie was moribund— he was lying across Airs. Kennedy’s knee 
and there seemed lo he blood everywhere. When I went around lo Ihe oilier 
side of the car I saw Ihe condition of his head. 

Air. Spf.ctkr. You saw Ihe condition of his what? 

Miss Howhon. The hack of his head. 

Air. Spf.ctf.h. And what was that condition? 

Aliss Howhon. Well, it was very had — you know. 

Air. Sprctkh. How many holes did you see? 

Miss Howron. I just saw one large hole. 

Air. Spkotkr. Did you see a small bullet hole lienealh I hat one large hole? 

Miss Howhon. No, sir. 

Air. SPF.cTF.n. Did you nolice any other wound on Ihe President’s body? 

Miss Howhon. No, sir. 

Air. Spkotkr. And what action did you lake at dial time, if any ? 

Miss Howhon. I heliM-d to lift his head and Airs. Kennedy pushed me away 
and lifted his head herself onto Ihe cart and so I went around hack to the cart 
and walked off with it. We ran on with it. to the trauma room and she ran 
beside us. 

Mr. Sprctkh. And who was in Ihe trauma room when you arrived (here? 

Miss Howhon. Dr. Carrico. 

Mr. Spf.ctf.h. Where did Dr. Carrico join you? 

Aliss Howhon. At the — I couldn’t really tell you exactly, hut it was inside 
major surgery. Aliss ITenchlifTe, the oilier nurse who is assigned i<» m:ij-»r 
surgery, wns in the trauma room already setting Ihe I.V.’s — Ihe intravenous 
bottles up. 

Air. SrECTF.R. And were there any other nurses present al that lime when 
the President arrived in the trauma area? 

Miss Howhon. I don’t think so, sir. 

Air. SrECTF.R. Were there any doctors present besides Dr. Carrico? 

Aliss Howron. I didn’t notice anybody — there may have been. 

Air. SrF.CTF.R. What action did you observe Dr. Carrico take, if any? 

Aliss Howron. Wc tried to start an I.V. eutdown and I don’t know whether 
it was liis left or his right leg. and Aliss IleuehlitTe nnd I cut off his clothing and 
then after that everybody just arrived at once nnd it was more or less every- 
body sort of helping everybody else. We opened Ihe chest tube trays and the 
venoseotron trays. 

Air. Sprctkh. IIow long were you present in the emergency room No. 1? 

Miss Howron. I wns in there until they needed some blood, which wns the 
second lot of blood. I went — ran out across to the blood hnnk and came hack 
and went into the trauma room. By Mint time they had decided that he wns 
dead, they said. 

And then, we stayed in there with him and cleaned him up, removed nil 
of his clothing nnd put them nil togctlver nnd Aliss IleneiilifTe gave them to 
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